MSCOD Education, Employment, Transportation and Health Care Subcommittee

March 22, 2013 Minutes

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

121 E 7th Place, Suite 107 St. Paul, MN 55101

Members Present:

Nancy Rosemore

Laurie Hassett

Carlos Vazquez

Barb Stensland

Dave Schwartzkopf
Members Absent:

Kathy Peterson

Dean Ascheman

Kathy Wingen

Lourdes-Mugas Changcoco

Staff Present:

Joan Willshire

Colin Stemper

Minutes:

Call to Order

· Stemper called the meeting to order at 1:37 pm.

· Stemper noted that Chair Wingen was absent and asked for nominations of a temporary chair.
· Stensland nominated herself to be temporary chair.

· Vazquez seconded the nomination.

· Stensland was approved as temporary chair.

Approval of Agenda

· Schwartzkopf moved approval of the agenda.

· Vazquez seconded approval.

· The agenda was approved.

Approval of Minutes from October 1, 2012

· Schwartzkopf moved approval of the minutes

· Vazquez seconded approval.

· The minutes were approved.

Education Update

· Stemper discussed the recent report on special education released by the Office of the Legislative Auditor.

· The report suggests that special education funding takes a lot of money from general education funds and this practice must cease.

· Stensland pointed out that the report also brought up the issue that if a special education student transfers, their previous school district must pay for those expenses. She mentioned that school districts could refuse a student entry if the money did not follow them there.
Employment Update

· Willshire discussed the staff attempts to amend bills at the legislature to include tax credits for businesses that hire unemployed people with disabilities.
· Rep. John Ward authored a bill that will provide an extra tax credit or grant for an employer that hires an unemployed person with a disability.

· Sen. Tomassoni authored the same bill in the Senate, but it does not have a provision for disability hiring.

· The differences may be rectified in conference committee.

· Sen. Wiger authored a similar bill that focuses on hiring veterans with disabilities.

· Stemper mentioned that there was no recent news on a governor’s executive order related to employment for people with disabilities.

· Willshire indicated that committee members would know as soon as discussions resumed on this topic.

Transportation Update

· Stemper discussed the transportation components of Governor Dayton’s proposed budget.
· Looking at the spreadsheet alone would make it seem as if transportation spending is receiving a cut, but it is actually increasing.

· The governor is looking to boost transportation infrastructure around the state within 20 years.

· Stemper mentioned that staff is working with the Transit for Livable Communities coalition on a bill that is more ambitious on transit infrastructure.

· In this bill, authored by Sen. Champion and Rep. Hortman, the same infrastructure that Governor Dayton proposes would be built in 15 years, instead of 20.

· MSCOD favors this plan because focuses on greater Minnesota as well as Twin Cities transit.

· Schwartzkopf said he was not in favor of a statewide tax to pay for metro transit projects.

· Stemper said only metro tax dollars go to metro transit projects under this proposal.

Health Care Update

· Stemper provided a summary of the health exchange legislation.

· The exchange is funded the first year by a premium withhold of 1.5% and by federal dollars.
· Starting in FY15, the exchange will be funded by a premium withhold of up to 3.5%.

· MSCOD wanted a disability advocate on the health exchange board and this provision remained in through the conference committee.

Names that were included as possibilities for this advocate included Joan Willshire, John Tschida, and Sue Abderholden.

· Stemper updated the committee on the Medical Assistance expansion.

· The legislature expanded MA to cover individuals up to 138% of the federal poverty limit.
This is about $15,000 per year.

· The federal government would pay up to 90% of the cost of this expansion which would save Minnesota money.

· MinnesotaCare is being offered as an option for the state’s basic health plan.

This would provide coverage for individuals between 139% and 200% of the federal poverty limit.

This would also save Minnesota money.

Willshire expressed concern for people with disabilities who make more money than that and could not be covered by the expansion. Would new plans offered through the exchange be able to cover prescription costs?

· Willshire talked about the House and Senate releasing budget targets that cut human services by $150 million.

· Rosemore spoke in favor of writing a letter to legislators opposing the cuts and approving of Governor Dayton’s proposed budget increase.

· Stensland made a motion to write a letter

· Vazquez seconded the motion.

· The motion passed.

Other Business/News

· Schwartzkopf inquired about the agency’s finances.

· Willshire said the agency is in sound fiscal health and is trying to spend the rest of its money before the biennium ends in June.

· Willshire also mentioned that MSCOD received a $90,000 increase in the governor’s budget to do emergency preparedness work. The proposal has received favorable hearings in committees.

· Willshire mentioned that staff member, Margot, had testified in support of a bill that would bring Minnesota’s service animal law into compliance with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act.

· Willshire discussed the Statewide Disability Advocacy day that was coming up on April 11th and encouraged everyone to attend.

Adjourn

· Schwartzkopf moved to adjourn the meeting.

· Vazquez seconded the motion.

· The meeting adjourned at 2:40 pm.
