MSCOD Council Meeting

October 17, 2013
DHS Event Center, 415 Pascal St. N.
St. Paul, MN 55104
(APPROVED 1/23/2014)
Attendance

Council members: Dave Schwartzkopf, Bob Johnson, Kathy Peterson, Dean Ascheman, Nancy Rosemore, Steve Grams, Bryce Samuelson, Kim Tyler, Carlos Vazquez, Christine Versaevel, Barb Stensland, and Kathy Wingen attended.
Ex-officios: Linda Lingen, Jill Keene and Joani Werner were present.
Staff members: Joan Willshire, Linda Gremillion, Margot Imdieke Cross, Stuart Cross, Colin Stemper, Mai Thor, Shannon Hartwig and Elizabeth Demski attended. 
Council members Jill Beyer, Nathan Aalgaard, Jim Thalhuber, and Lourdes Mugas-Changcoco were absent.

Call to Order

The chair called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. Members introduced themselves.
Approval of Agenda & Minutes

Dean Ascheman motioned for approval of the agenda. Kathy Wingen seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

Dean Ascheman motioned for approval of the June 6, 2013 minutes. Kathy Wingen seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

Subcommittee Reports

Events/Action: Approval Legacy Budget

Dean Ascheman gave a brief report on the Awards event. The events committee also oversees the Anniversary Legacy Project. Colin Stemper, the legacy fund grant administrator, presented a brief overview of the project: goals, activities, outcomes, criteria for success, timeline and project budget for FY14 of $121,000. Dean Ascheman motioned to adopt the project budget. Barb Stensland seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

Access Committee

Bob Johnson, vice-chair of the committee, presented the report. Nathan Aalgaard was elected chair of the committee. Joan Willshire reported updates on MNNET and access. Margot Imdieke Cross reported that the focus of the Capitol restoration is on a new senate building and parking lot. The DNR accessibility review project is stalled due to a change in leadership; it may hire an ADA coordinator. Progress on the Viking stadium is slow. The Saints’ “stadium” is actually a ballpark seating 7,000. She also reported that the new light rail cars are less accessible than those in current use.

Employment Committee

Colin Stemper presented the committee report. He represented MSCOD at the Business Leadership Network meeting and tour of the 3M campus in September. At present there are several versions of the Federal Workforce Investment Act in the House and Senate. The Olmsted act of October 8,2013 created a subcabinet position to assist the movement of people from nursing homes into the community. Joan Willshire is working with the Employment First group making employment the number 1 priority for the disabled community. The Veteran/Disability Federal Rules act was passed which specifies 7% veterans/7% disabled must be hired for Federal contract awards.

By-Law Changes

Barb Stensland presented the past and proposed changes to the MSCOD by-laws regarding term limits of council members. The modifications would delete the 2 consecutive term limit and return the by-laws to pre-2011 changes. Discussion followed. Kim Tyler motioned for approval of the proposed modifications; Dean Ascheman seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

State Fair and Annual Satisfaction Surveys

Colin Stemper provided a brief synopsis of surveys taken at the State Fair and satisfaction survey presented on the website and e-mail. The State Fair survey was concerned with how the public knew about MSCOD and used our services. After the Fair, MSCOD did a survey on accessibility at the fairgrounds. Results were polarized but individual comments were helpful. The satisfaction survey was conducted by e-mail and website. The results were similar to previous years but the sample size made them statistically insignificant.

Financial Report

Barb Stensland and Joan Willshire presented the financial report. Nancy Rosemore motioned for approval of the blanket purchase order. Kathy Peterson seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

Dean Ascheman motioned for approval of MSCOD Pos 7/1/13 to 7/25/13. Barb Stensland seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

Bob Johnson motioned for approval of contracts 7/1/13 to 7/25/13. Kathy Wingen seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

Dean Ascheman motioned for approval of MSCOD Pos 7/26/13 to 9/6/13. Nancy Rosemore seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

Barb Stensland motioned for approval of contracts 7/26/13 to 9/6/13. Kathy Peterson seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

Chair’s Report

Dave Schwartzkopf has been appointed to Destination Medical Center board in Rochester.

Executive Director’s Report

Joan Willshire reported that MSCOD received the Lee Parish Award for leadership from the Minneapolis Advisory Committee on People with Disabilities on October 16, 2013. 

The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) is requesting MSCOD to add our support to their letter in favor of the 5% campaign. This is an effort to equalize private care wages with those of state employees ensuring greater availability and continuity of care. Discussion followed. Nancy Rosemore motioned that MSCOD support the 5% campaign. Steve Grams seconded the motion. There were 11 votes approving the motion, 1 against. The motion was carried.
MNSure Presentation

Jessica Kennedy from the Access and Equal Opportunity office, an independent executive state office, reviewed MNSure and its website. MNSure is the health exchange established by the state to assist residents select health insurance under the Affordable Health Care Act. It is more customized than the federal online exchange. It does not discriminate on previous health conditions and offers financial assistance through cost sharing or advanced pay tax credit. Enrollment is open from October 1, 2013 through March 1, 2014. She then reviewed the website and answered questions.

Adjournment

Dean Ascheman motioned to adjourn. It was seconded by Bob Johnson. The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth A. Demski
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